
Integrated Arts Mission Statement: 

The Homestead Integrated Arts team strives to deliver opportunities for all students to find a 
passion for, and to develop strengths in areas beyond classroom academics. We value and 
promote a student’s individuality and continually provide Homestead students settings to 
practice both innovative and relevant skills. 
 
All Homestead students have completed the second trimester in art, music, PE, and STEAM. The 
Integrated Arts teachers want to communicate with you at this time to let you know what has been 
taking place in each of our classrooms. 

 

ART 
I have continued to love getting to know your child/ren this 
trimester.  I continue to emphasize the basic fundamentals of 
the Elements and Principles of Art/Design tied into our 
Colorado Academic Standard for Visual Arts.  
 
I continue to discuss the 3 main shapes and how they can 

create anything they want using those 3 shapes, even when using different mediums. 
We continue to explore different skills and techniques as well as learning about different 
parts of art history.  
 
Fall Art Walk Hot Cocoa Project- Thank you for all that attended the Fall Art Walk. 
The 5th Grade classroom teachers and students are so grateful for the extra funds that 
were raised that evening for their SHOUT Buddies. This project was adorable. We 
continued to discuss shapes, but emphasized the importance of perspective and 
proportion. We finished this project by using oil pastels and topping it off with a bit of 
batting for the steam. This project played a big part with our Elements and Principles of 
Art/Design, discussing line, proportion, emphasis, as well as unity.  
 
Clay Food- I am so thrilled I have lunch after 4th grade Integrated Arts. The food your 
child/ren have been making are so adorable but leave me hungry for fresh pineapple or 
just off the grill cheeseburgers. To discuss a bit of sculpture along with the slab 
technique I thought food would be a fun topic for 4th graders! We discussed where clay 
comes from, how to “score and slip” and what slip is made out of. We then discussed 
the difference between clay glaze and paint. I have loved how all have turned out!  
 
Weaving- I love discussing anything and everything about art history and how it 
pertains to Colorado since 4th graders study so much about Colorado History during 
their 4th grade year. Weaving is a huge part of our Native American History. All were 



able to weave whatever they wanted. Once it was tied off they were able to tie beads on 
it, make it into a pillow or just leave it the way it is. I love this project! 
 
Shrinky Dinks- Some of your child/ren may have brought home some shrinky dink art.  
All were able to draw whatever they wanted but needed to shift their mindset to space 
or area of the medium. It can be tricky for some but all have loved watching their art 
shrink in a toaster oven! After their art has been shrunk there are many possibilities as to 
what they can turn it into… earrings, necklaces, or even a key chain. The possibilities are 
endless!  
 
I have continued to upload all your child/children’s artwork on a site called Artsonia. 
Artsonia is a site that you can share with family and friends as well. All will be notified 
when I upload a piece. You can leave comments to your child and also purchase things 
too. 20% of all purchases go back to Homestead Art so I am able to purchase materials 
for our art room. 
 
My ongoing goal is to make Homestead’s art room a “safe” place. I want all students to, 
in some way appreciate art, feel comfortable, and know that they all can create and 
make wonderful things- that they are all artists in someway. Behaviorally, I look at all 
the children I teach to see how they listen and follow directions as well as how resilient 
they are in being creative. I love to see all children be respectful 
to one another, the materials, and myself.  
 
Please feel free to call or email for anything! imoore15@cherrycreekschools.org If you 
would like to get to know more about art at Homestead 
https://sites.google.com/view/homestead-hawks-artifacts/home  
Thank you for sharing your greatest gift with me! 
 
 

MUSIC 
Fourth grade continues to learn more about 
the recorder. We are mastering the fingering 
for B,A,G and beginning to learn C, D and 
E.   Students are also working on dances that 
we will be sharing during their Colorado Days presentation.  Some of our favorite songs 
we are working on are about Colorado and its history.  Students are working together to 
create a new presentation for their parents including instruments song and dance. 
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PE 
 

 During our basketball unit, students practiced the basic 
skills of passing, catching, shooting and worked on 
dribbling, jump stopping and pivoting skills in various 

drills and 1 v 1 challenges. Basic offense and defense strategies were reviewed and 
practiced in small-sided lead up games such as 3v3 around one basket and 3v3 
sideline basketball.  

 In gymnastics, students warmed up through performing various movements, 
lower, upper and core body strengthening exercises on benches and mats. They 
practiced various rolls and individual balances including headstand and handstand 
and cartwheel. Students had a choice to work on creating a floorwork exercise 
sequence individually or with a partner, a balance beam or a Chinese Jump rope 
routine. Students had an opportunity to perform their routine for their peers.  

In “Go Slow Whoa” and “My Plate” activities, students learned about the 
importance of eating nutritious whole foods. Students expanded their nutrition 
related vocabulary by analyzing the food labels of a variety of drinks and playing 
the game Go vs Whoa. In addition, students learned about the circulatory system 
and interesting heart facts in the game of clogged artery tag. Feel free to find out 
more about PE at Homestead  at 
http://homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/PE.aspx 
 

STEAM 
I have so enjoyed getting to know all the 

wonderful students at Homestead as well as some of 
the families.  I feel extremely blessed to be teaching at 
Homestead!  Thank you for the warm welcome to the 
Hawk family.  

During this second trimester the fourth-grade 
students have been coding, engineering, and studying circuits.  The fourth-grade 
practiced coding skills using the websites Scratch and Hour of Code.  They also 
designed, engineered, and tested catapults to see which team could launch a ping 
pong ball the highest and/or farthest.  Lastly, we delved into the topic of circuits 
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while creating with the the Snap Circuit boards and the Makey Makey machines. 
Thank you to our real world engineer Nick Newell for coming to volunteer with 
the fourth-grade this past month! 

Finally, I want to say thank you to all the families who came to Innovation 
Night on February, 13th.  What a fun night!  Special recognition needs to be given 
to Jill Smith and Tina Parks for organizing the event, Homestead PTCO for their 
generous gifts that purchase our amazing technology, CCSD Technology 
Department for their expertise and leading of the activities, and Inger Moore for 
assisting at the Makey Makey table. 

 
 

Heather Fischbach 
hfischbach@cherrycreekschools.org 
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